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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS OF DIVISIONS 
ON THE WORKING OF MUNICIPALITIES IN THE BENGAL PRESIDENCY 
(EXCEPT CALCUTTA) DURING THE YEAR 1922-23. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT. 


CALCUTTA. tHe 2TH APRIL 1924. 


RESOLUTION No, 2400M. 


KREAD.— . 


Reports from the Commisssorers of Divisions on the working ol municipalities in the Bengal Preste 
doney (except Caleutta) during the year 1922-23. 


1. Number of municipalities—The number of municipalities rose from 
116 to 117 owing to the establishment of a municipality at Ra jbari in the 
district of Faridpur. ‘The boundary of the Khulna municipality was extend- 
ed so as to include the whole of the Khulna Railway yard of which only a , 
portion was hitherto included. There was no alteration in the boundary of 
any other municipality. The name of the " Rampur Boalia municipality 
has been changed to " Rajshahi municipality. 
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12. Conservancy.—The total conservancy charges during the year 
amounted to Rs. 21 lakhs which was about Rs. 5 lakhs in excess of the receipts 
from latrine fees. 


The sewerage scheme for Dacca was in progress and that for the Titagarh 
municipality was sanctioned after the close of the year. . The Kamarhati and 
Bhatpara sewerage schemes were under consideration while that for Naihati 
was held in abeyance for want of funds. 


13. Public Health.— The Minister observes with satisfaction that the 
municipalities have been taking an increasing interest in matters relating to 
Public Health. Measures for the improvement of sanitation were taken up 
in many towns by filling up, cleansing or disinfecting insanitary tanks, ditches 
and dobas and removing jungles and noxious vegetation. Notices were also 
issued on the owners of insanitary tanks requiring them to have these filled up 
or reexcavated. In Maniktola alone the owners were persuaded to fill up no 
less than 26 tanks. In C'ossipur-Chitpur 22 insanitåry tanks were filled up 
by their owners. In Baranagar two tanks were filled up and four were re- 


N'^xcavated. In Sherpur 10 insanitary ditches were filled up and four tanks 


~ 


were re-excavated by their owners. In Murshidabad all municipal wells were 
dewatered and cleared of silt. The municipality also completed the construc- 
tion of the Gobardhan Nullah drain with a Government contribution of 
Rs. 2,000. In Bhatpara about 40 bighas of the Kamarhati bustee was raised 
and the filling up of borrow-pits in about four bighas of land was in progress. 
In Brahmanbaria an insanitary plot of land was acquired and improved by 
filling up ditches and drains and by excavating two tanks. 


Preventive measures were undertaken by a large number of municipal- 
ities to check thé-spread of epidemics. Medicines and disinfectants were 
freely distributed and special doctors were appointed where necessary. Un- 
wholesome food-stuffs were either destroyed or removed from the local bazars, 
and persons selling such articles were prosecuted. The Baranagar munici- 
pality instituted 35 prosecutions under section 6 of the Bengal Food Adultera- 
tion Act, all of which resulted in conviction. In Jessore the Sanitary 
Inspector regularly inspected food-stuffs and detected some cases of adultera- 
ted ghee. Four prosecutions were started which ended in conviction. In 
the Kotechandpur municipality the sale of confectionary articles and fish 
was controlled under the supervision of the Municipal Health Officer. At 
Dacca a considerable quantity of unwholesome food-stuffs was destroyed. 
Some of the municipalities arranged lantern lectures and distributed health 
leaflets throughout their arcas for the purpose of educating the people on 
sanitation and public health. 


Effective steps were taken to prevent the spread of cholera which broke 
out in several municipalities. In the district of Bankura all the municipali- 
ties followed the instructions issued by the Director of Public Health on the 
subject. When an outbreak occurred people were warned against using the 
water of suspected tanks and wells. Other tanks were guarded against pollu- 


“tion. In Bankura and Vishnupur a stock of disinfectants was kept for free 


distribution. The Bankura municipality treated the indigent cholera 
patients free of charge. 


In the Murshidabad municipality public and private wells were periodj- 
cally disinfected with permanganate of otash and chlorogen, and public 
drains were regularly flushed with dene and chloride of line. At Khulna, 
during a widespread epidemic of A the town was saved from contam- 
ination by timely measures of prevention, such as disinfections of tanks and 
houses, and the distribution of health leaflets. Small-pox broke out in epi- 
demic form at Berhampore and Rajshahi, but timely action of the Commis- 
sioners prevented any serious extension of the epidemics. 


Stringent measures were taken up by a large number of municipalities 
to vaccinate and re-vaccinate children and primary and secondary vaccina- 
tions were in most cases given free of charge. Many of the municipalities 
employed permanent vaccinators for the purpose. 
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. The intensity of malarial fever was checked in many municipalities by 
filling up and disinfecting insanitary tanks, etc. As an anti-malarial measure 
quinine and cinchona febrifuge were also freely distributed by many munici- 
palities. Influenza tabloids were also distributed free to the poor by many 
municipalities. 


Except for comparatively slight outbreaks of relapsing fever, the town 
of Darjeeling was free from epidemic diseases. Influenza became endemic 
and was responsible for one-seventh of the total mortality. Serious over- 
crowding and lack of sanitary dwellings in certain areas of the town gave 
rise to a high percentage of deaths from tubercular disease, and phthisis 
accounted for 14 :3 per cent. of the total mortality. Except for a short-lived 
outbreak of influenza at the beginning of the year, the health of the town of 
Kurseong was, on the whole, fairly good. 


In Chittagong and Barisal there were no Health Officers and the public 


Health Officers, which is a statutory obligation, was yisisted upon the Murs | 
pal Commissioners. At Berhampore a Health Officer was appointed towan 
the close of the year. 


health work was managed by the Sanitary Inspectors; the appointment. e 


* 


E 


By-laws were framed by a number of municipalities for the eradication of, 
the water-hyacinth, and notices under section 200 of the Bengal Municipal? 


Act were issued by some of them for the removal of this pest from tanks and 
waterways. 


J 
14. Public Works.—The percentage of the outlay pn public works to 
the total expenditure varied in the smaller towns from 1:3 in Katwa to 52-08 
in Kharar and iu larger municipalities from 4-6 in Serampore to 40-8 in 
the South Suburban municipality. 
The Baranagar municipality expended Rs. 22,594 in the construction of 
Its Office building in a part of which a local library is proposed to be located. 


15. Loans.—Loans amounting to Rs. 1.35.00 were granted to five 
municipalities, viz., Burdwan (Ks. 30,000), Raniganj (Rs. 50,000), Howrah 
(Rs. 36,334), Dacca (Rs. 15,000), and Faridpur (Rts. 3,067). Altogether 43 
municipalities were in debt to Government, their total liabilities amounting 
to more than Rs. 39 lakhs. South Suburban, Birnagar and Bhola fully 
liquidated their loans. 


16. Audit of Accounts and Embezzlements.—The accounts of almost all 
municipalities except Gobardanga were audited during the year. Embezzle- 
ment or misappropriation of municipal money occurred in Bankura, Hooghly- 
Chinsura, Maniktola and Barasct. The amounts misappropriated, which are 
not reported in all cases, were, however, realised from the culprits and the 
officers concerned were dismissed. The longstanding question of embezzle- 
ment of hackney-carriage fees of the Rajshahi municipality, which dates back 
to 1919, was brought to a final decision after the close of the year with the 
result that the hackney-carriage inspector was discharged and the officiating 
tax daroga was transferred to a less responsible post. 


The municipal authorities of Comilla took prompt and suitable action in 
remedying the defects and irregularities pointed out hy the Examiner of 
Local Accounts. Unfortunately, however, little attention is generally paid 
by municipalities to audit reports. The Minister takes this opportunity of 
pointing out to municipal bodies the fact that these audits are intended for the 
assistance of the local authorities themselves and that specitie defects and ir- 
regularities are brought to light not in a spirit of captious criticism, but 
with a view to suggesting necessary steps being taken for having them 
remedied. 
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17. General Remarks—Burdwan Division: Howrah.—The total ordi 
uary income of the municipality fell from Rs. 15,99,554 to Rs. 15,92,551. 
The decrease is mainly attributed to the fall of receipt under the Fire Brig. 

¿Ade Act and to the non-receipt of any contribution from the public for any 

improvement work. Expenditure rose from Rs. 12,62,192 to Rs. 14,00,14€ 
mainly on account of increased outlay under the heads Water Supply,“ 
Roads and “ Conservancy." There was a revision of assessment in 
wards 4 and 8. The current demand on account of municipal taxes rose 
from Rs. 14,91,245 to Rs. 16,70,330. The financial position of the munici- 
pality has improved within recent years. 


The duties of cleansing the roads, drains and privies in the town was, 
as before, vested in thc Ward Committees. Both the Chairman and the 
Commissioner of the Division complain of their inadequate supervision and 
of want of sympathy and co-ordination with the central municipal authori- 
ties. The question of the disposal of street sweepings is getting more 
mute vear by year owing to the dilliculty in finding dumping grounds. The 
Mol watering arrangement of the town has been greatly improved; in addi- 
"uon to 21 road-watering carts, two road-watering lorries were purchased. 


19 


The expenditure under “ Public instruction " shows a slight falling 
off. The scheme prepared by Mr. Biss for the advancement and extension 
of primary education could not be taken up as it. involved the imposition of 
additional taxation. The Municipal Commissioners, however, decided to 
take up four of the existing primary schools and to make education free in 
them. & | 


The health of the town has improved during the last three years, the 
birth-rate is steadily increasing, the figures for the last 3 years being 20-20, 
22-06 and 25:48 per mille, respectively, while the number of deaths has 
gradually decreased since 1920-21. There were no epidemic diseases during 
the year. To remove infantile mortality four qualified midwives were 
appointed under the supervision of the Health Officer. 


The municipality of Burdwan was administered with great efficiency. 
A scheme for replacing the worn out engines and boilers at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 1,30,000 was taken up during the year and considerable progress 
made. Kalna was at one time notoriously unhealthy, but during the last 
10 or 15 years it has improved in respect of malaria, though typhoid and 
kala-azar have become prevalent. The system of treatment of kala-azar by 
antimony injections, which was introduced by Dr. Muir in the Scottish 
Mission Hospital, was continued. The success obtained from this method of 
treatment Las led to an influx of patients from other places, and it is to this 
circumstance that the Municipal Commissioners attribute the spread of the 
lisease among the permanent residents of the town. The crying need of the 
town of Katwa is filtered water, but the municipality is making no provision 
for a supply. The first elected Municipal Board of Asansol has been formed 
and it is hoped that the affairs of this municipality will now rapidly im. 
prove. The finances of the Midnapore municipality continued to be unsatis- 
factory. The water-works scheme of the municipality was hung up for in- 
adequacy of funds, but steps are now being taken for completing am impor- 
“int part of the scheme. At Chandrakona.dissension and party feeling pre 
vented any useful work being done. 


The District Magistrate of Hooghly is of opinion that the two largest 
municipalities, viz., the Hooghly-Chinsura and Serampore are the worst 
nanaged. ‘The finances of the former show some slight improvement, but 
the outstanding balance being still so high as Rs. 21,000, the improvement 
is purely nominal and is unaccompanied by better work in other departments 
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of the municipality. For want of continuous supervision over the collecting 
staff, collections are neglected and arrears allowed to accumulate. Other 
brauches of administration have also suffered and the people are reported 
to be growing dissatisfied with the present management of the municipality 
The Serampore municipality was faced with bankruptey which bas been 
averted by the recent assessment which will add 25 per cent. to its income 
‘arty faction was noticeable in Kotrung. Much improvement has been 
afiected in the Bansberia municipality by the construction of a mill in Ward 
o. I and by the clearance of jungle by another mill in Ward No. III. The 
general health and sanitation of Baidyabati has improved, but. the munici- 
pality is notorious for party factions. “The collections in Campdany were 
very satisfactory. | 


18. Presidency Division.—Mr. Prentice, the late- Magistrate of the 


24-Parganas, remarks us follows :— 


There continue to be too many municipalities whose administration P 
falls far below what it ought to be. Panihati, Tollygunge, Rajpur, Basirhat & 
Joynagar and Baduria are all bad, and there are some others which might 5 
easily be better than they ure... . . In places like Joynagar the 
Municipal Commissioners decline to enforce any of the much-needed improve- 
ments because private interests will thereby be affected and zamindars and 
others are not ashamed to derive income from markets which are insanitary. 
The scheme for a railway market at Kanchrapara still hangs fire and no pro- 
gress has been made with the project for a municipal market in Bhatpara. 
No great progress appears anywhere in jungle-cutting or filligg up insanitary 
dobas and there is a general want of vital civic co-operation. * Rate-pavers do 
not keep their own holdings clear." = 


The municipal administration in the district of Murshidabad was fairly 
well managed as far as municipal funds permitted, and the health of muni- 
cipal towns was generally good. The standards of collection in the Khulna 
municipality were again high, and freedom from epidemic disease en- 
joyed by the town was attributed to good administration. On the other 
haud, the work of the small municipality at Debhata was extremely un- 
satisfactory. When the District Magistrate inspected it on the 23rd March 
1923, it. had carried out only three-eighths of the budgeted expenditure, had 
spent only one rupee out of a budgeted capital outlay on drains of Rs. 100, and 
had been without a sweeper throughout January and February. Its stand- 
ards, traditionally low, were further depressed during the year by local class 
feuds. A general election was set aside, and a second election which was held 
resulted in the unseating of the bhadralog class. 


The Commissioner of the Division observes :— “ The few good munici- 
alities do excellent work considering the very limited means at their disposal, 
but there are a large number which have in no way fulfilled the hopes of their 
founders. In many places the Commissioners have vet to learn the great res- 
ponsibility involved by their position not only in spending carefully the 
money for the ratepayers but also in realising their dues promptly.’ 


19. Dacca Division.— The state of affairs in the Dacca municipality is 
unsatisfactory. The latrine service is indifferent, the water-supply is defi- 
cient, and the conditions of the roads leave much to be desired. The revalua- 
tion was loug overdue and the successive bodies of Commissioners who omitted 
to have the town revalued are partly to blame for the present discomforts of 
the ratepayers. The present. Commissioners have at last made a general re- 
valuation. In this connection the Divisional Commissiouer observes as 
follows :— 


“Tho Municipal Commissioners of Dacca are to be congratulated on re- 
ducing the outstanding balance of taxes from Rs. 51,524 to Rs. 24,010 and on 
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Dacca DIVISION. 


Mr. Khwaya Nazimuddin, M.A. (Cantab.), Bar-at-Law, Chairman, 
Dacca. 

Babu Keshab Chandra Banerjee, Vice-Chairman, Dacca. 

Mr. DeLisle, Chairman, Narayanganj. 

Babu Rajendra Kumar Naha, Vice-Chairman, Narayangan]. 

Babu Akshoy Kumar Saha, Chairman, Madaripur. 

Babu Moti Chand Kundu Poddar, Vice-Chairman, Madaripur. 

Babu Surendra Nath Roy, Chairman, Faridpur. 

Babu Tarak Chandra Chatterjee, Vice-Chairman, Faridpur. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Guha, Chairman, Barisal. 


Babu Nil Ratan Mukherjee, Chairman, Nalchiti. 
CHITTAGONG DIVISION. 


Babu Bepin Behari Rakhit, Chairman, Cox’s Bazar. 
Babu Upendra Mohan Mitra, Chairman, Comilla. 
` 
By order of the Government cf Bengal 
(Ministry of Local Self-Government ), 
G. 8. DUTT, 
Secretary lo the Government of Bengal (offy.). 
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the Bengal Presidency during the year - 31st March 1923. 
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in the Bengal Presidency during the year ending 31st March 1923—continued. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE FOR THE YEAR 1922-23. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND INOUSTRIES. 


Agriculture, 


DARJEELING, THE 30TH APRIL 1924. 


RESOLUTION—No. 137T.—4A.I. 


Minister in charge : The Hon'ble Hadji Mr. Abdul Karim Abu Ahmed Khan Ghuznavi. 
REAp— 
The Report of the Department of Agriculture, Bengal, for the year 1922-23. 


Mr. G. Evans held charge of the department till 16th October 1922, 
whep, 85 went on leave preparatory to retirement. Mr. R. S. Finlow 
offic! ` las Director for the rest of the year. Mr. K. McLean, Deputy 
Dire n of Agriculture, was appointed to act as Fibre Expert to the Govern- 
ont s "engal. Mr. F. Smith, Deputy Director of Agriculture, proceeded 
on leave m" fifteen months from the 27th November 1922. Two new posts 
of Deputy win tor of Agriculture were sanctioned by the Secretary of State 
at the close NM “receding year, but it was nor. possible to fill them perma- 
nently for wa km uitable recruits. It has since been decided not to fill the 
posts for the present as, until the number of farms in working order increases, 
the staff of three Deputy Directors appears to be sufficient for the needs of 
the department. Mr. M. Carbery continued as Agricultural Chemist, and 
Messrs. G. P. Hector and Dwijadas Datta as first and second Economic 
Botanists. respectively, throughout the year. 

2. Although the decisions of Government on the recommendations of 
the Bengal Retrenchment Committee relating to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment were taken after the close of the year under report, 11 18 necessary to 
indieate the policy underiying these decisions fo remove masapprehension. 
As regards the demonstration and propaganda branch of work of the depart- 
ment for which a large subordinate staff of District Agricultural Officers 
and demonstrators were employed under the Superintendents of Agriculture 
in charge of divisions, it has been definitely decided that the work of demons- 
tration should radiate from the district agricultural farms where the neces- 
sary technical staff ot District Agricultural Officers and demonstrators will 
exist, whilst propaganda, so far as it is non- -technical, should be carried out 
with the assistance of the District Officer and his staff. the staff of the 
Co-operative department and the Agricultural Associations. The 
district and departmental staff will in the course of their ordinary duties in 
the mufassal draw the attention of the cultivators to the improvements 
effected by the agricultural department and induce them to get into ke 


with the farms. It will then rest with the technical staff at de: 
demonstrate the improvements of crops, seeds, manures, implement vis | 
etc. 


Next to research and the research stations, the district aj 
farms, therefore, occupy an important place in the organisation 
ment.. Whilst, however, the functions of these far 
include experiment as well as demonstration, it 18 also! 3 
they are to convince people, some portion of each fan Aust Y 
economic proposition to bring home to the publie thc aaou ` 
recommended by the department can be made tol ay. av y 
effect has accordingly been taken by the department. 

As a corollary to the policy of concentrating the q^ ivities of 
ment around the farms the Governinent of Bengal in "e gje istry, 
and Public Works have also accepted the principle o 
of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee that the maintenant 
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and the distribution of seeds are matters not of agriculture but of organisa- 
tion. Orders have accordingly been issued for the abolition of seed stores 
outside the farms. 

3. Of the 19 Bengal students in the second year class of the Sabour 
Agricultural College which closed at the end of the session 1922-23, 18 
passed the final examination. The number of students on the roll in each 
of the Secondary Agricultural Schools at Dacca ana Chinsura was 16 in the 
first year class, while there were 20 and 17 students on the roll in the second 
year class in the respective schools. Eleven students passed the final 
examination in the Dacca School and 14 in the Chinsura School. The 
Government. of Bengal (Ministry of Agriculture and Public Works) bave 
since on the recommendation uf the Bengal Retrenchment Committee decided to 
close the Chinsura School, since it appears that full advantage has not been 
taken of the facilities offered by the school. 

The scheme for agricultural education referred to in the resolution 
recorded on the report for the vear 1921-22 was not proceeded with as there 
was no likelihood of funds being obtainable. For similar reasons the proposed 
Agricultural Institute at Dacca was not proceeded with. This is not to say 
that the Agricultural Department and the Government of Bengal have lost 
sight of the importance of agricultural education either in its more elemen- 
tary form as at schools such as the report mentions as existing igegsnarpur 
(Burdwan) and Durgapur (Chittagong) or Dacca, or in its more Bg anced 
form as contemplated in the proposed Agricultural Institute at I , and it 
is to be hoped that it will be possible to take up these questions ffi the near 
future. Mere theoretical training will not commend usi ¿Ad any scheme 
of agricultural education to prove acceptable must S as to direct 
students back to the land and the practical pursuit Sg 
which it will first be proved are profitable. 0 

4. Satisfactory progress continued to be made in the research side of 
the department. The evolution of improved races of jute and the reaffirma- 
tion of the values of previous discoveries 1n regard to jute, some of winch 
had begun to be challenged. naturally received special attention, but 
investigations were also carried out in hemp, flay and other fibres. At 
present D. 154 is the standard departmental race of C. capsularts and the 
best yielder. Two other races D. 27 and 39X, a hybrid, are also under trial. 
Over 600 single plant cultures of C. capsularis were made during the year 
with the object of improving on D. 154. Work on chlorosis in jute in 
collaboration with the Economic Botanist was continued. Results obtained 
by crossing chlorotic with non-chlorotic races of C. capsularis have so far 
indicated that the chlorotic tendency is more extensively inherited through 
the female than the male plant. 

The question of the superiority of departinental racgs of jute in fibre and 
spinning qualities over local races came under discus? with the trade 
during the year. Arrangements have been made for the conduct during 
the present year of a series of field tests in the Eastern ond Northern 
Bengal districts with the departmental races of R. 85 and D. 154 and 
Funduk, å variety which is believed to be of a very high quality by the trad]. 
The Bengal Chamber of Commerce has nominated a committee to co-operate 
Ë e department in these matters and to advise it in regard to the 
ments of the trade. The Government of Bengal (Ministry of Agri- 
and Public Works) are vratified to notice the interest which the 
mental races of jute have roused, and will await the result of the field 
gertaken by the department. 


gport gl the Committee appointed to devise ways and means to 
EE yacinth was received and considered during the year. The 
Le were le to come toa unanimous conclusion on the important 


vT the meligures to be taken for the eradicaton of the weed. 
al also £ 
Is of which were given by its inventor, Mr. T. S. Griffiths. 

xperimentgg conducted on a small scale at Dacca under the 
"aen o he experts of the department afforded grounds for 
the fluid used by Mr. Griffiths, although harmless to human 


reach a unanimity about the efficacy of the spray 
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beings and animals, resulted on application in the destruction of the water: 
hyacinth. As the Government of Bengal were of opinion that no possibility o: 
securing an efficacious nieans of dealing with the pest should be neglected they 
decided to follow up their previous experiments and to endeavour to obtair 
some conclusive result. Communications were accordingly addressed t« 
Mr.Griffiths as a result of which he offered the use of his spray to this Govern. 
ment for a period of three years for a payment of £1,500 with the option te 
purchase all rights in it in Bengal for a further payment of £6,000 at the enc 
of three years if this Government were fully satisfied with their experiments 
during that period. The Government of Bengal (Ministry of Agriculture and 
Pablic Works) are satisfied that the offer is reasonable and have accepted it. 
. 5. As usual, rice continued to receive particular attention in the 
Botanical Section, though minor investigations were also carried out ir 
cotton, pulses and oil seeds. Varietal tests in a record season at Dacca 
and in an unfavourable season at Chinsura have again proved the superiority 
of Indrasail and Dudshar paddy, whilst Aataktara is still without a rival 
in Eastern and Northern Bengal as a high land broadcast Jus rice 
Amongst. Radi crops a number of pure races of Hatikalai with promising 
qualities have been selected. 
The Second Economic Botanist is in charge of the investigations into 

cotton, dggp- water paddy. pulses and oil sees. 
rotton survey of the province is still being conducted. It is 
< Mat the total area under cotton in Bengal is 60,000 acres, of which 

5,000 aertzXare ordinary cotton and the remainder is Comiltøs. It is 

interesting. if if may not prove to be important, that types of cotton 

answering Rox deseription of Daeca muslin cotton have been dis- 
covered at Dewan”, Mymensingh) and Rangpur. 

6. In the Cl varal section special attention was given to sugarcane. 
date-sugar and tobacco. Although the drought in the early part of the 
yeur proved disastrous to the sugarcane erop 1t. was not ilium its lesson, 
as it demonstrated the exceptional drought-resisting capacity of the depart- 
mental race of Tanna. ‘Two other new Coimbatore hybrid races. viz.. Madras 
Nos. C.213 and C.214, have also been found to be good resisters of drought. 
They also promise to tiller better and to yield a purer juice. Experiments 
have shown that high glucose content of the juice of sugarcane grown on the 
red laterite soil of Dacca is due to the soil's deficiency in lime as well as to 
the lack of moisture which was hitherto believed to be the chief cause. 

Manurial experiments with tobacco indicate that groundnut cake and 
fish manures yield good results. 

7. Gratifying progress has been made with the programme of evolving 
an improved breed of cattle at the cattle-breeding station. Rangpur. The 
process of selection of cows has resulted in a marked improvement in their 
yield of milk so thggrene minimum standard of milk yield per lactation period 
of 300 days has been raised from 500 lbs. in 1920 to 1,500 lbs. in 1923. 
To-day the best cows at Rangpur are giviug about 4.000 Ibs. of milk per 
lactation. Attention is also being given to producing in larger numbers 
pulls of good stature and belonging to good milking strain. The object is 

istribution amongst owners of cows, for it has been proved at Pusa that 
it is through the sire that the milking strain passes. Selection wor 
the herd of Sindhi cattle at the Dacca Farm is in progress. The 
of cattle fodder which has an important bearing on the improve 
cattle has also been engaging the attention of the department, Nun 
fodder crops, both indigenous and exotic, are being j with a 
ascertaining tbeir value and giving the public the benefit. o The ES 

8. During the year an Agricultural Engineer wit 
employed with the object. of executing minor at, S Gen 
improvement of agriculture in the Bankura, Birbhum ang: Midnapor 

BA part from schemes under the Bengal Agricultural aña, Sanitar 18.970 | 
men: Act, 1920, there was a large number of co-operative irri Mf sokn Y 
in the Bankura and Birbhum districts which called for the special affi us 
of the Agricultural Engineer. Besides irrigation work a Weber 
tions were received for the drainage or re-excavation o 


= 
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rivers and bheels under the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act. It is hoped that if advantage is largely taken of the provisions of the 
Act much benefit from the sanitary as well as the agricultural point of view 
will result. 

9. As already indicated agricultural associations play an important 
part as a link between the department and the taiyats. They also afford 
a real test of the interest taken by the public in the welfare of the agricul- 

Ztural population, Noteworthy among these associations are those of Nadia, 
MBirbhuin, 24-Parganas, Pabna and Rangpur. Agricultural associations run 
on co-operative lines have great possibilities and the distinguishing merit. 
of self-help. In Pabna an innovation has been made in the establishment 
of agricultural co-operative societies with small areas for the demonstration 
of improvements and the production of sced of departinentally selected crops. 
A further experiment in collaboration with the co-operative department is 
the proposed establishment of societies for the purchase and sale of jute 
seed with the object of developing reliable private agencies for the propa- 
gation of improved seed under the expert advice of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment. | 

10. Mr. P. C. Chaudhury, Deputy Director of, Sericulture, Bengal, 
assisted by two Superintendents was in charge of seed cocoon production 
during the year. Miss Cleghorn also continued to work at Alipore 
total receipts from the nurseries amounted to Rs. 61.188 against Rs. | 
and the expenditure to Rs. 1,81.254 against Rs. 1,62,460 inthe | 
year. [t is, of course. not to be expected that the receipts shouldsfó ver all 
the expenditure, since the object is to revive the industry ias gy pularising 
diseaso-freo weed. The falling off in reccipta is, however nate. The 
receipts should go on increasing until the loss to Gover SA becomes very 
much less than at present. The falling off is attributed. to We shortage in 
cocoon production resulting from abnormal weather conditions. such as 
drought, flood, ete., as well as to the heavy budget curtailment at the end. of 
the year which necessitated the practical abandonment of the Maghi pro- 
gramme. Nevertheless, there was a marked advance in placing the work of 
this section on a sounder basis than before. It has now been definitely 
decided that in present civeumstanees hybridization should he abandoned as 
unlikely to produce good results. Results of manurial experiments too 
Indicate that the yield of leaf is capable of a large increase, and formalin, 
which is at present used as a disinfectant, is being tentatively replaced by a 
substance called “KO,” invented by Mr. Hutchinson, the Imperial Bacterio- 
logist. " E. C." has been found to be far more powerful and, also less costly 
than formalin. The multiplication and distribution of disease-free seeds are 
still the main items in the programme of the Sericultural Department, and 
the encouragement. of selected rearers to produce seeds under departmental 
supervision is so far shown to be sound. The Bengal Silñk mmittee was 
reconstituted at the close of the year so as to secure the representation of 
the silk trade, both European and Indian. and the cocoon rearers and silk 
reelers in that body, but so far no meeting of the Committee has taken place. 
11. The Hon'ble Minister has much pleasure in acknowledging the 

di of Mr. Finlow, Officiating Director, for his administration of the 
during the year. His acknowledgments are also due to the other 
e department whose services Mr. Finlow has brought to notice. 
Minister also takes this opportunity. of placing on record his 
ciation of the assistance rendered by Mr. G. 8. Dutt. 1.0.8., and 
*gerjee Bahadur in the agricultural development of the Bankura. 


o 


order of the Government of Bengal 
(Ministry of Agricultare and Public Works). 


J. T. DONOVAN, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal qo). 


vol. 
anc 


, free of duty, as the duty was paid at the port of shipment. 
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Statement shewlag the yuantity of Sait in Bonded Warehouses and ent on the rive 
Neeghiy on the 18th day of April 1924 and transactione during the half.mont 
frem the tat to the 18th April 1924, ; 


TRANSACTIONS DURING HALF-MONTH FROM THE 
lst TO THE 16TH APRIL 1994, INCLUSIVE. 


In Sulkea | | | | Pasa Deliveries 
Ueacriptiou of Salt. | . Total. from ship- | from bonded 
| ment golas | atioat. Quantit reii board for warehouses 


( Bonded). 


on whic consumption | for consum 
| duty has mde ot ¡and for inland | tion and tor 
| been paid. | (sajontra, | bonded inland bonde 
[ 
| 
| 


| warehouses. | warehouses. 


D 
= paccm — = — — — 


„ . | | 
| 
Mis. Sra. Mda. | Mds. Srs. Mun. | Mds. | Mds. Mds. 
United Kingdom— | | 
Liverpool and other! 628,464 0 eas | 628,404 0 | 113,524 we ove 187,810 
Panga salt. | | 
| | 
I 
Other European cuuntries~ | | | | 
Spanish salt — .. — , % O | 412081 0] — 9000 e D 21,028 
gr and Bremen | 282,809 0 | .. | 282809 0 | 7,900 e 1,250 40,200 
salt. | 
Hambur aud Bremen | eee | OT i see | ... | see ese T 
rock wl, P | | | | | 
«^e | | 
Port Said salt em =j 9935291 OG e | 503,621 0; 32,800 1,893 | 51,454 45,788 
1 ' | | i 
1. | i i ! | 
ordin. | ; | | 
Aden and Hed Sea— if It u. | i | | 
EE Wë dia sl wën | | | 
Aden galt.. 394,949 20 : 183,744 779,698 20 520,600 | 195,88» | 847,006 63.026 
| , I | 
Salif salt eee eee eee | ee | ... i ee eee | eee ... 
! d 
Salif rock aalt sov see | ove I Ir ' oe | see se. ese one 
| 
Rawayah salt DI ven | ase | ete | aaa | en. ... .. ... 
Massawai alt . , 896,11 26; 50,411 447,022 26 |— 227,810 | ee 137,290 | 60,250 
| | | | 
| | | : | | | 
Muscat aud Persian Gult— | | | | a | | 
Muscat, Lingah and - ove - | wee i , 
Hanjam salt. | | | | 
| ! 
Mnscat, Lingah and eee | ee | T | Tr | ... | TII TP 
Hanjam rock salt. | | | l Í 
; ; 
| | | | 
British Inaia— | | | i 
| ! ! | 
Bombay ji T ULM 56,529 | 8,778 15,860 
. O i ! 
Madras salt 60. wae ... j oes | esc eee eee oe s 
Tuticorin salt ove [TIT 19,650 0 : ase ! 19,650 0 s... | ove e... eee 
Kayalpatnam galt Kee | 24,868 O : "T 24,868 0 ... | aso ... 3,100 
i | | | | 
C | | (a) ` _ | (% | ; 
Total . paier G 279,073 3,091,022 6 872.668 | 255,900 608,860 ote 
' PR int le oe — vas MU 
Mds. 
Written off during the half- month 
Wastage in Sulkea golas Kes A pee del .. 2,544 
Abandoned and destroyed "T see jus ved e. 218 


In transit ; 
Aden salt ep iia ii ove mi .. 2,903 Y e 


Erratum.— In the statement published at page 898 of the Calcutta Gazette dated wet tie ras! 7 320 i — Ë 
tion of salt there in shown a» Coconada and Vizagapatam salt should be Tuticorin and Kay à EE 
NI l 


(a) Besides 1,248 muunds are in the private licensed warehouses at Caloutta. ' ° 
(b) Includes 500 maunds passed free of duty for the manufacture of glazed stor" ware 
|| " 
` and 
R. R. SAKSENA, * 


Assistant Collector of WD atons for 2 
"Weser, 


CALOUTTA CUSTOM Hougg, (he 29th April 1924. 
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Statement showing donations and endowments made by private individuais 
for public purposes and works of publio utility of over Rs. 1,000 and up 
to Rs. 5,000 In value made or executed in the districts of the Presidenoy 
Division and acknowledged by the Commissioner during the year 1923-24. 


l Total 
uta 
Amount. | of the 
| district. 


met — cre tes eee oes ct: 


Total of 
‘division. 


Ac quisition of land for the 
construction of a chari- 
table dispensary and staff 
quarters at Hingulganj | 
in police-station Hasna- | 

bad in the Basirhat sub- | 

| 


Presidency ' 24-Parganas Babu Gopal Chandra | 
i Jana. 


x 
| 


division. 


| , 
Munager, Megna | Acquisition of land re- 
Jute Mills, Jagat. | quired for a burning | 
dal. ground at — Authpore | 
| within the Bhatpara | d 
Municipality in the | E ad 
Barrackpore subdivision. | : 
» D 


Balu Sita T Improvement and upke: ai | 
Chaudhuri. of the beds in the fem: E 

ward of the Garrett Hoa. | 

pital and Dispeneary at | 

Nabadwip in the Sadar ! 

subdivision of Nadia 

diatrict. | 


Nadia MS 


| 

| 

| | 
; I | 
| | | ey 
| | —— 7,832 


— — — 5 —— . — — — — gn — pan — ——— — — — A ——— s“... 


" ut the amonnt ite, 3. von, Ra 1,390 wae paid in cuin TN We 2, 009 In Goverument TE notex of Ra. 1,000 each. 


K. C. Di. Commissioner. 


PREsY. DIVN., CALCUTTA, the 25th April 1924. 
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Statement of weekly guayge.readings on the rivera Ganges and Brahmaputtå at ` 
Gealunds fer the week ending 26th April 1024, s e 
. — s — S 
š { 
Va 
| Heigbt of surf m jaut of surf | Height of surface | ; 
Month aud date. |! Hour. eee ep beoe. | Diese AMT gorda art I Remarks. 
| sero of gauge. sea-level. date last year. 
| E | | s Séi 
1924. | | | | 
20th April es | 7 A. . | 8˙9 | 8:9 i 8:9 | Zero is placed at mean sea-level, 
2ist m eco ' 7 13 I 8:9 | 8˙9 ! 8:9 x 
22nd  , oe Ty, | 8-9 | 8°9 8*0 : The bench mark for this gauge is 
23rd „ wer We e 88 | 8'8 | 90 marked on a pucca pillar 
24th „ — T „ | 8*7 i 8˙7 8'9 between the passenger ghat and 
25th „ see 7 „ wu : Hu I 8˙8 i Chandpur ghat at Goalundo. 
26th „ re a: | 90 | 90 89 ' : 
: | | | 
| | i | 
d Highest water level of the year Së we Wl. 
T Lowest water level e (he gear - gës DG 
Highest reccrded flood “e «se S. 241 on the Ieh and 16th August 1923. 
Previous highest recorded flood " .. 9575 on the 98th August 1906 and 26°66 on 11th to 17th and 
Slat August 1889 and on let to 8rd September 1884. 
Lowest recorded water level  * ane ven bon the 13th, 14th, 28th and 29th March 1923. 
Previous recorded low water leve] T .. PV on the 3th February 1944. 


V. B.— The gauge-readinus commenced from 8rd October 1909. 


C. H. DE, Overseer, 
P. W. D., Faridpur. 


Statement ef weekiy gauge-readings on the river Ganges at Rampur Boalla for the weeh 


A VE JENS —— — — TIE PU ESE SIE ne TESE 


20th 
21st 

22nd 
23rd 
2ith 
25th 


M. 


RAMPUR BOALIA, the 26th April 1924. 


ending the 20th April 1924. 


Height of surface 


Height of du Height of surface : above P. W. D. 


| 
| 
Hour. above zero of P. W. D. above P. W. PD. 
| 


Date Remarks. 
„ datum on the aa: 
| i datum. | datum. Mate last vest. i 
e am ee V SE Se 
1924. | | 
April ss TAM pb 36:60 36 60 : 36:40 P. W. D. datum 625 
S geg, "E ae | 36-60 30:08 | 36˙35 | feet above Kidderpur 
S VE Ju 55 36 25 | 36:30 ¡old dock sill. 
y .. „„ 3660 : 36 60 | 36:30 3. M. on Rajshahi 
5 e. y 36°60 < 3600 | 36 ˙25 College step 64 93. 
js Wis. 2 3655 3655 3620 Value of zero z 0700 
å e 7 „ 1 395 3655 3615 P. W.D. 
| | . 
Old value. 
The previous year — . Highest water-level ... on 27th August 1923 
Du. . Luwest " wis on ith May 1928 
Record Higheat ü BS. 69°25 on 26th August 1879 
Do Do. så eo. 6008 on 9th September 1885 
Da. Do, " e. 6830 op 25th August 1906 
Do. Deo, ii .. 6821 on 26th August 1890 
Do. Bw Lowest 5 .. 37˙6 on 25th April 1884 
Do. geg Do. » wee 3813 on Hthand 15th April 1885 
Do. Do. 4 Sx. BTO? on 2Ist and 22nd April 1897 .. 
Do. Do. d «+. 8928 on 6th und 7th May gm 4 
o. Do. e Së on 9th May 1922 


. . — The gauge-readings commenced from the Ist August 1h 7. 


G. D MONDAL, M 
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DISTRICT REPORTS ON WEATHER ANO CROPS 
For the week ending on the 30th April 1924. 


Summary.— The rainfall during the week was generally light almost throughout the Provinc 
Jowings of jut: and paddy ara proceeding briskly, but more rain is s'ill wanted in places especially in tl 


westem districts. Prospects ot standing crops are satisfactory. The average price of common rice for t} 
Pro Ç e has risen by about 0:29 per cant., as compared with that of the previous week. j å 
E PRICK OF COMMON WICK, IN 
i , SETRA, PER RUPER. 
ene) Å riet and subdieisvion. Reinfall. Ree Å Character of the weather, condition of crops, etc. 
. P | 
| This week. | Previous week. 
w 4 i 4 5 C 
— : | | E 
| Inches. | 
i | 
' i l i d . 
1 24-PARGANAS e Nil : 65 04 Effects of weather on crops ur- not favourab 
| | | Folder is sufficient. Scarcity of Water 
; Diamond | Nil : RI o: Så: ` reported from Basirhat and Baraset. , 
` Harbour. | S E å 
| i E 
1 børrackpore s.’ (n) | (n) „ (n) j 
' Baraset "T Nil | 77 71 
 Baasirliat T Nil ` ^ ^ 
2 NADIA vun ` 141 8 | q More rain is still way Cultivation of bha 
| crops is going orsdulgfek ot rice is sutticie 
Kushtia eis 165 7 7 — Cattle-disease "We aye from Sadar. 
* 
. Meherpur ge, 1:37 7 73 
Chuaduanga en ` 111 o 81 NI 
, Ranaghat iss (55 n H 
3 MURSHIDABAD 0:25 7i 77 Recent rain has facilitated ploughing of la 
| fur bhado? cropa. Fodder is sufficient. Scar 
, Lalbagh see 0:25 E: 11 of water is still prevailing in some parts 
| | | | | outlying subdivisions. No large export 
' Jangipur ege (Iz c 771 8 import. 
Randi eae 1:46 i 73 8 | 
JESSORE T Nil . N | N Weather fair. Calon of lands is progr 
| , Sing as before. Sowing of aman paddy 
Jhenidah one LA : 9 9 ! going on; more rain is wanted. Fodder a 


| | water are suflicient. 
Magura ven 035 ' 10 | 10 


— 2 — 
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Serial District mud »ubaiveion. | Hainfalj. 
5 RE 
à | | Inches. 
"BURDWAN ww | 1'8] 

i | Asansol : | (n) 
Katwa ae | (11) 
Kalna sis | (n) 

1 | BIRBHUM vis | Nil 
| Rampurbat ... x Nil 
| 
N | BANKURA sis | 0:33 
| Visbnupur  ... | 035 
x | 
9 ' MIDNAPORE | 0650 
| Contai TN mm ` 
pem ges | hd 
| Ginta — 6774 
| Jhargram vas | (n) 

10 ! HooGHLY is | - 1:19 

| Serampore JU 
| Arambagh caa ' (rte 

11 : HOWRAH | (1-05 

'Cluberia — .. — CI 
12 RAJSHAHI 152 

( RAuP C R- 

B0ALIA). | 

: Naogaon — dt, 

| Nator ET | 0:56 
13 | DINAJFUR ... (r65 

| en 1:46 

, kalurghat is 215 

(A JALPAIGUKI 173 

` Alipur 2°06 

15 DARJEELING T 163 

: Kurseong | (n) 
| Siliguri (0 185 
| kalimpong ... - 1:28 
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A, 


fodder are sufficient. Export and in ort c 
rice continue as usual. 


Manuring of fields continues. -Rain is badi: 
wanted. Stock of rice ig sufficient but fodde 
and water are insufheient. Cattle-disease i 
reported from four thanas, | 


 Weatber hot. Export of rice continues, Stock 


of rice is sufficient. Cattle-disease is reporte 
from some places. Water is becoming scarci 
in some places, 


Weather hot. Manuring of fields is in progress 
Fodder is sufficient. Import and export of rice 
and paddy are normal, 


More rain is needed. Price of rice is almost! 


stationary. Fodder is sufficient. Scarcity of 
water is reported from places, 


Rain is badly wanted for agricultural opera: 
tions, 


Weather reasonable, Prospects of standing crope 
are fair. Fodder is sufficient. Drinking water 
is insufficient. — Cattle-disense is prevalent at 
Nandigram. i 


Weather seasonable, Fodder and water å 
sufficient. | 1 
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E 
| | ARERS, PER RUPEE. 
gud t aud subdivision. | Rainfall. — — öü— üe-— l kat ntet of the weather. condition of crops, etc, 
i i 
Ñ , This werk. | Previous week. 


| 3 | ‘ | i : 
a | | | e? 
t F Inches. | / 
16 HRANGPUR DE 1-49 . 6 | 6 , Sowing of jute and aus paddy is almost fini. 
NA ; | * | | 
ilphamari ` O40 | 64 ee 61 | 
| e 
Kurigram s 151 ` 61 | 61 
| Gaibandha an (015 ` 61 6 
| 
17 BO ik (0:65 14 73 Weather seasonable. Sowing of aus paddw- 
| continues and that of aman padd 1 1 
| | ' commenced, cna eal 
I i u $ Ze 
| | ) 2. 4 
u , ; 
IS PAHNA Dä ESL > On 0j | More rain is wanted for cultivation, Folder 
| | ; and water are suflicient. 
| Sirajganj gi 1:45 6 | 6 | 
| | | 
| t 
| i 
| | 
18 : MALDA ies Nil 1 7 | Sowing of jute and ether baudot crops continues. 
| | Prospects of standing crops are not favourable. 
j K ... . . 
| | | Fodder and water are sufficient. Hailstorm is 
| reported frem two thanas. 
| | 
20 ! COOCH BEHAK SAG ` 7! 14 The suwing of fitri paddy and jute continues 
and that of winter paddy seeds in nurseries 
has commenced in Sadar subdivision, Fodder 
and water are sufficient. Cattle-disease still 
exists in the interior. 
?] ; DACCA ous AU 7 | 7 Weather showery leo wings of jute and paddy 


; | and transplantation of sugarcane are going on. 
. Manikganj — ... (QU. 7 7 Prospects of standing crops are improved. 
| | | Rice market shows a tendency to rise. Water 
| Narayanganj ... e 8 : S and fodder are sufficient, 


12 


iganj («) $15 : 7 


7 | i Weather rainy. — Prospeots of standing crops are 

nro} | | good. Cultivation for «us paddy and jute is 

"mi whit D... Qu 73 | 1) in full swing. Fodder and water are avail- 

TEM jor : able. 
"9 e tÑ hd 9 
a M Di 63 
"A 8 „ 
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Serial 
^ Ne | District and subdivision. 


Z2 


ini cip 


—, FARIDPUR 


Goalundo (Raj- 
bari). 


| Madaripur 
Gopalganj (a) ... 


14 ' BAKARGANJ 
— (BARISAL). 


| Pirojpur 


U 


Dakshin Sha- 
bazpur 
(Bhola). 


25 | CHITTAGONG ... 


Cox’s Bazar 

| 

i 
20 | TIPPERA 
(COMILLA ). 


Brahmanbaria 


Chandpur ... 


27 | NOAKHALI 


— 


Feni 


23 | CHITTAGONG 


Patuukbali  ... | 


(¡ILL TRACTS, 


29 | TRIPURA STATE 


555 


\ 


Rainfall. | 


243 


geg 
to 
2 


\coa, the 30th April 1924. 


SERRE, PER RUPRE. 


This week. | Previous week. 
: s 
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4 


| 
| 
| 
Wi 
| 
| 
| 
| 


9 9 
81 d 
7117. 
8 | (r) 
| 
| 
5 8 
78 78 
74 i 
kre gre] 
@ ` 7) 
71 d 
03 65 
7 7 
n 75 
r 7 
7 | š 
6l 7 


* Burma rice. 
(a) The ralofall at Haridaspur, waleh is very near to Gopalganj, is shown here. 


J.C. ROY, for hi 


Printed at the Bengal Government Press, Alipore, aud published hy the Ben 
| Book Depót, Writers’ Buildings, in the City of Calcutta, on the 7th May 


PRICE OF COMMON RICE, IN | 


„ N. 


| 
| Character of Che weather, condition of oi 
— E Ed dd 


>P 


| The recent rain has been beneficial to ploughing 
and sowing operations. Sowing of jut’ oanc 
paddy continues. Harvesting of rabi er“ ` i 
finished. Prospects and atate of the staming 
crops are fair. Fodder is sutticient, \ 


| 


‘More rain is wanted. Prospects of standin 

, crops are fair. Fodder and water are euffi 

| cient, Cartle-disease is reported from Patua 
Khali, 


Harvesting of rahi crops and cultivation o 
pania aus crops are in progress Prospect: 
of standing rahe cropa are fair. Cattie-disease 
is reported from Satkania. Water and folder 
are sufficient. Panga salt i» selling at 1: 
seers per rupee at Saar. 


Weather hot and rainy. Prospects of standing 
crops are good, Ploughing of jute and paddy 
are going on. Fodder and water are sufficient 


Weather seasonable, Prespects of standing crops 
are fair in Sadar and good in Feni subdivision, 


Fodder and water are sufficient.  Cattl--digsase 
is reported from Sandwipa. 

å 

^ 


‘Weather variable. Koller an.) water are su 
| cient. 


Weather seusonahle. 

Condition of standing crops, 
| of cattle is good. Fodder aiiz 
cient, Cleansed cotton sells af 
and jute at Rs, 5 to Rs. 7. pe zv 


— d K omg 


